	National University of Kaohsiung Enforcement Rules of Graduate Students’ Degree Examination
Filed by MOE Tai Gao (2) Zi NO. 0920107326 Letter for record on Jul. 21, 2003 
Article 1. These regulations are established in accordance with University Act and the Enforcement Rules thereof, the Degree Conferral Regulations and the Enforcement Rules thereof , and Article 51 of NUK Academic Regulations.
Article 2. Degree examinations for doctoral and master’s students are oral examinations, except when a written examination is deemed necessary by each department/institute.

Article 3. Graduate students are allowed to apply to attend the degree examination after they have taken the courses and the credits required by their department/institute within the term of study. For students of doctoral degree, they need to pass the Doctoral Candidate Qualification Examination, which is regulated by relevant regulations, before applying for the degree examination.
Article 4.PhD dissertations and MA theses (with abstracts) are written in Chinese in principle. Dissertations and theses which have been used to apply for other kinds of degrees must not be submitted a second time for review. Those written in foreign languages still need abstracts in Chinese.

        Students studying for master programs of art departments or applied science departments may take their creations/performances together with their written reports or technical reports as their theses. But abstracts in Chinese are still required. The recognition regulations of these students theses are issued by each department/institute and then passed  in the Academic Affairs Meeting.

Article 5.The period of application for degree examination begins from the dated the graduate students finished the enrollment procedure to November 30 in the first semester; in the second semester, it begins from the dated the graduate students finished the enrollment procedure to April 30. The degree examination should be held before the end of each semester by the school calendar.

Article 6. The following steps must be followed when degree examinations are held. 1. An Examination Committee is formed. 2. The degree examination is conducted.
Article 7. For the constitution of master or Doctoral Degree Examination Committees, Doctoral Degree Examination Committees are made up of five to nine members while Master Degree Examination committees are made up of three to five members, who are nominated and invited by the president. In both cases at least half of the committee members must come from other universities. One of the members, excluding students’ advisor, is assigned as the convener by the chairperson of the department/institute.
Article 8. Members of Master Degree Examination Committees should have the following qualifications in addition that they are persons particularly qualified to assess the student’s graduating thesis content, academic work, performances or technical reports: 
(1) Hold either Professor rank or Associate Professor rank.
(2) Be a Fellow or Assistant Research Fellow of Academia Sinica.
(3) Hold a doctoral degree and have impressive academic achievements to his or her credit. 
(4) Be a specialist in a rare or particular field, and have impressive academic achievements to his or her credit. 
Qualifications for committee members outlined in items (3) and (4) are set by each 
Department/ Institute Affairs Meeting.


	.      
	Article 9. Members of Doctoral Degree Examination Committees should have the following qualifications in addition that they are persons particularly qualified to assess the student’s graduating dissertation content, academic work, performances or technical reports:

(1) Hold Professor rank. 
(2) Be a Fellow or Research Fellow at Academia Sinica. 
(3) Hold Associate Professor rank, or be an Assistant Research Fellow at Academia Sinica, and have impressive academic achievements to their credit. 
(4) Hold a doctoral degree and and have impressive academic achievements to his or her credit. 
(5) Be a specialist in a rare or particular field, and have impressive academic achievements to his or her credit. 
Qualifications for committee members outlined in items (3), (4) and (5) are set by each Department/ Graduate Program Affairs Committee Meeting.
Article 10. Committee members must be present in person at the examination and may not send another person in proxy. At least two thirds of Committee Members must be present for the examination; and at least one half of them must be from other universities. For the degree examination to be conducted, at least three members must be present for the Master Degree Examination while at least five members must be present for a Doctoral Degree Examination.
Article 11. Students must achieve higher than 70 points on the degree examination, with a maximum score of 100 points being possible and the score being calculated by averaging the scores assigned by all the committee members. However, if more than two thirds of the members do not give a passing score to the examinee, the examinee will not pass.
If the thesis or dissertation appears to have been plagiarized or shows other signs of misconduct, the student will not pass.
Article 12. After a degree examination is conducted, the department/institute must wait for the graduate student to submit the signed thesis or dissertation before submitting the examination grades to the Division of Academic Affairs to be formally recorded. The signed thesis or dissertation must be submitted before January 31st for the first semester and before July 31st for the second semester. 
For those who submit after the deadline and are still within the regulated term limit of study, they should complete the registration procedure in the next semester. For those who submit the signed thesis/dissertation and the examination grades before the deadline, the passing date of the degree examination is the date when they submit the signed thesis/dissertation and the examination grades to the Academic Affairs Division to be formally recorded. For those who submit after the deadline and have reached the regulated term limit of study, they are regarded as not passing the degree exam and should be expelled in accordance with the regulations.
Article 13. Students who have applied to take the degree examination but fail to take it for special reason before the end of the semester in which their issue their applications need to cancel their application of the degree examination before the regulated deadline in the academic calendar. If they fail to do it before the regulated deadline, they will be regarded as failing the degree examination once.
Article 14. Students who do not pass may apply to take the Qualifying Examination a second time, but one time only. Students whose terms of study have not expired may take the examination in the following semester or the following academic year. Those who fail to pass the degree examination the second time will be forced to withdraw from the school.


	
	Article 15. If plagiarism or misconduct is found in a graduating thesis/dissertation, an academic work, a presentation, or a written  technical report, a fact which is borne out by a subsequent investigation, the graduating degree will be revoked, and compensation demanded for the diploma(s) that have been issued.
Article 16. The regulations are passed in the Academic Affairs Meeting, reported to MOE for any possible examination, and then announced to carry into execution. When there is a need to make amendments, the procedure is the same as the aforementioned.
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